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Johnson's mother was a woman of distinguished uiulor.stiindi I asked his old schoot-fdiow, Mr. Hector, smy;con of Binni ham, if she was not vain of her MOD. I le said, ' slur liad ton m good sense to he vain, Uut she knew IUT son's value.' Her pi was not inferiour to her understaiuliiuf ; and to her must ascribed those early impressions of religion upon the: iniiul of .son, from which the world afimvaids derived sn much ben He told mo, that ho rcmoinhered distinctly having had the. I notice of Heaven, 'a place to which |jutnl people, went,' and 1 'a place to which had people, we.nl,' (•niiummirated to him her, when a little, child in bed with her1 ; and that it mijdu the better fixed in hifi memory, she scul. him to repeat it ThomaH Jackson, their man-servant. ; he nut lieinjj in the. v this wart not done1 ; but liierc was no occasion lor any arlifi aid for its preservaliun.
fn follfui'in^ so very eminent a man from his cradle to grave, every minute partieular, which can  tlimw lis'ht on l)ro{,f|-Cii.s of hi.-; iniiul, i.-; intere.slin;;,    Tluil he was remarka even in his earliest years, may easily l>e supposed ; fur in use own words in his Life of Sydenham,
'Tlv.U the Hli'i'ii(.;d\ tif his utuliT.sliiniliui;, the aiiiii.tfy of his dis< nic'iit, and ardour of IH'H mrin.siiy, mi^lil have lu-en ri-itiarked Iron infuuc.y, hy a diligi-nt observer, tlim- j:i mi re.isim (u duulii. l''ur, i is no instance of any man, whose- liiMntv lian l«rn niinulely related, did not in every part of life diMnivci the .s.inie iirnpiiitiiin nf iiilellei vipour3.'
In all Hitch investigations it is i erlainly unwi'ic- |n pa)' loo in attention to incidents whieh the credulous relate with e; satisfaction, and the more scrupulous or will)' cnipiirer consii only as topicks of ridtcnU-: Yet then1 is a (radilioiial story o( infant HercuU-s of toryi-un, so curiously ehaiacten'slirk, tin shall not withhold it. It was iuminunicated to me. in a it from Miss Mary Adyc, of l.ir.hsicld :
'When l>r. Suchuvrrel \v.is ;il I.u hfu-Id, fohnsim was not quite t
' 'I I'fiiicuilirr, tliHl licinjt in lied      (In- ntlu-r, ft L.ii«l ]il;irc, cilli-il
with my inudicr nuc liinniin^, I VMIH     'i'ltal tlii-, ai'mlllH inurli iilii-ciri
told hy tier (if die. l\vn |ilnrcs in uhit h      iniii^in.iiiuii   I   t!»   ttul   ICIIILMI
the inhaliiiiiius of (his win Id vvctr     /-J///i,»/,r, p. nj. received afterclnilh: uiir a liiu-|il;u c*         ' jiilininir-i ll'tirfa, \\. <\nf>. filled with Impii'mest, i-.iltfil 1 lca\cn ;
y  some   of  our     withstanding  the   facts  were   fairly
